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GOZO COLLEGE 

Half Yearly Examination for Secondary Schools 2012-2013 

 

FORM 3   ENGLISH          Time:  2 hours  

Name: ________________________   Index No: ______ Class:____________  

  Oral Assessment 

10 

Listening 

10 

Written Paper 

80 

TOTAL 

100 

    

 

SECTION A - LANGUAGE 

A.  Fill each gap with the correct form of the verb given in brackets.    The first one (0) 

has been done for you.                                                                                10 marks [     ] 

0 Have you ever flown  (ever / you / fly) to America?  Kevin is lucky; he 1________________ (can) visit 

his cousin Amy Baxter last year.   Yesterday, while Kevin 2________________ (read) a book, his mother  
3  _______________ (come) in and gave him a letter from Amy.  He read: “Hi Kevin, I hope you 4 

_____________________ (not / forget) me yet.  5 __________________ (you / remember) how much 

fun we 6_____________________ (have) last year?  What  7 ____________________________ (you / 

do) since then?  

Well, let me tell you the chaotic story of my trip to the Poconos. I 8 _______________ (want) to spend 

a nice weekend with my friend Jane.  She 9______________________ (live) in Manhattan for some 

months now.  “I’m sure we 10________________________ (have) lots of fun,” Jane said while I 11 

_______________________ (unpack) my things.  “If the weather 12_______________ (be) fine 

tomorrow we 13___________________ (go) on a trip to the Poconos.” 

“I think this is a fantastic idea,” I agreed.  “I 14____________________ (climb) the highest mountains.” 

While we 15______________________ (drive) along Interstate 95, the next day, we noticed a red light 

in Jane’s mother’s car.  “I think, we 16 __________________ (need) some help first,” Jane’s mother 

said. “ I 17___________________ (read / never) the handbook, so I don’t have any idea what’s wrong.”  

We left the expressway and soon saw the sign of a car repair garage.  The mechanic quickly checked 

the car and smiled. “Lady,” he said, “I 18 _______________________ (see) this problem many times 

before.  I’m sorry, but a mechanic is not what you need.  If you 19______________________ (not / fill) 

up the tank, you 20 _____________________ (get / never) to the Poconos.” 

Track 3 
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B.  Use the word given in capitals at the end of the line to form a word that fits in the 

space in the same line. The first one has been done for you.                     5 marks [     ] 

                                                Movie Review 

Contact is probably one of the (0) best science fiction films of recent years and                      GOOD        

deserves a place alongside the classics.  This (1)………….…….......……… of Sagan’s                      ADAPT    

(2) best- …………………… 1985 novel  is (3)…..….……………… well suited to the big            SELL / EXCEPTION 

screen and  the  special effects are (4) ……………….…….  It is expertly directed by                    STAGGER                       

Robert Zemeckis, and Sagan himself  worked on the movie script.  The (5) ……………….          CENTRE   

character is Ellie Arroway  (Jodie Foster), a young (6) …….…………..…………                                SCIENCE   

who discovers a message from  an alien (7)……..………..……….. 26 light years away.                 CIVILISE          

The film focuses on her attempts to make contact and the (8) ………………………                         VARY  

obstacles  that are put in her way.  The story works  on (9) …………………  levels and                DIFFER    

raises serious issues about science, religion and (10) ………………… and our place in               SPIRITUAL                                                              

the universe.     

C. Read the text below and think of the word which best fits each space.  Use only 

ONE word in each space.  The first one has been done for you.           5 marks [     ]                                          

Mobile Mania 

The love affair (0) between the Maltese public and the mobile phone has 

reached new heights, according (1)_________ a survey published recently.  Not 

so long ago, the purchase of a mobile phone was nothing short (2) __________ 

extravagant  for youngsters (3)__________ no income whatsoever.  Nowadays, 

(4) ___________, you can pick up the latest model (5) ___________ the same price as a cassette 

player or a meal in a restaurant.  (6) ___________ the global recession and massive cuts 

(7)____________ the  mobile industry, the number of Maltese households owning at  least  one 

phone has leapt (8)__________ almost 80%.  It appears that the recent boom in sales has been 

brought (9) ___________ by the demand for pre-paid mobile phones, which in turn, is being driven 

(10) ___________   16 to 17-year-old consumers.    The results guarantee Malta’s status as one of 

Europe’s most enthusiastic mobile markets. 
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SECTION B - COMPREHENSION                20 Marks                  

1. State whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).  Give a reason for your 
answer.            4 marks [     ] 

       a)   U.N. Savory was crazier than the other passengers on the ship. 

            This statement is______ because ___________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________________________  

       b)   The cabin the author shared with U.N. Savory was very small. 

    This statement is _______ because __________________________________________   

_______________________________________________________________________  

       c)   U.N. Savory had dandruff. 

 This statement is _______ because _________________________________________       

______________________________________________________________________ 

       d)   Sikhs have short hair. 

This statement is _______ because _________________________________________    

______________________________________________________________________   

2.   How did the writer find out that U.N. Savory was completely dotty?                    2 marks  [      ]   

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________  

3.   What feeling is implied in the statement the man gave a queer little yelp (line 29)? Why did 

U.N. Savory feel like this?                                                                       2 marks  [     ] 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  
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4.  State the TWO effects which the wig had on U.N. Savory’s appearance.                 2 marks [     ]  

(i)___________________________________________________________________________  

(ii)___________________________________________________________________________    

 5.    Why did U.N. Savory make the author promise not to tell a soul that he was bald? 

                                                                                                                                                                2 marks [     ]  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________  

6.   Quote the single word in the passage which best suggests that U.N. Savory was no longer 

angry with the writer.                                                                                                        1 mark [     ] 

______________________________________________________________________________   

7.   What is the writer’s attitude towards his cabin companion? Back up your answer. 2 marks [     ]                                                                                                                                              

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

8. In his writing, Roald Dahl uses adjectives and similes to make his description clear and 

interesting.  Quote a simile which he uses to describe U.N. Savory.                              1 mark [     ]  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

9.   What does it refer to in line 34?                                                                                     1 mark  [     ] 

       __________________________________________________________________________ 
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10.  Say what the following words mean as they are used in the passage.                   3 marks [      ]   

       (i)   alert (line 13)  __________________________________________________________ 

       (ii)  kid (line 15)    __________________________________________________________ 

       (iii) mumbled (line 33) ______________________________________________________ 

     

          Total 20 marks  

 

SECTION C -  LITERATURE      Answer EVERY part of this section.  

PART 1 – PROSE and DRAMA                  7 marks          

Which was the most interesting novel or play you read in class this year?  Give reasons for your 
answer.  
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________   
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PART 2 – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                            6 marks    

My Dog Has Got No Manners 

 
My dog has got no manners. 
I think he’s very rude. 
He always whines at dinnertime 
while we are eating food. 
And when he’s feeling thirsty 
and wants to take a drink, 
he takes it from the toilet 
instead of from the sink. 
He never wears a pair of pants. 
He doesn’t wear a shirt. 
But worse, he will not shower 
to wash away the dirt. 
He’s not polite to strangers. 
He bites them on the rear.  
And when I’m on the telephone, 
he barks so I can’t hear. 
When I complained to Mommy, 
she said, "I thought you knew: 
the reason that his manners stink— 

he learns by watching you."                 Bruce Lansky     
                                                                   

1. Underline the  correct answers                  1 mark [      ] 

The dog annoys the poet because it:  a) makes a lot of noise while they are eating. 
                                                                   b) obeys strangers 
                                                                   c) bites people on the back 
                                                                   d) barks loudly 
 

2. What does the dog in the poem do to strangers?     1 mark [      ] 

___________________________________________________________________________   

3. Work out the rhyme scheme of the poem.                 1 mark [      ] 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does the dog have no manners?                                                                      1 mark [      ] 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Explain how the ‘poet’s whine’ could be the same as the ‘dog’s whine’ at dinnertime.  
                                                                                                                                                     2 marks [      ] 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PART 3 – POETRY                             7 marks  

Compare any TWO poems you covered in class this year.  You may choose to write about 

different aspects, including the theme, figures of speech, literary devices, rhythm and form.   

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

SECTION D -  COMPOSITION                        20 marks  

      Write a composition of about 250 words on ONE of the following: 

1. Write a story about someone who is or was bullied at school.  You should write from the point 

of view of either the victim or the bully. 

 

2. Continue the following dialogue:  

Ann:       It’s bad news, I’m afraid.  I won’t be able to come. 

John:      It’s a pity… 

3. Write an email to your friend describing a memorable school event or outing. 

 

4. Prize Day at your school is fast approaching.  The Headmistress/master wants you to nominate 

the student you think best deserves the Special Prize.  Write a description of this boy/girl and 

make sure you include his/her outstanding qualities and the reasons why you are 

recommending him/her. 



                                                                                           

H Y Exam English - Track 3 - Form 3 Secondary – 2012/13                                                         Page 8 of 8 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 


