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Section A:  Language                                                            (20 marks)    

Exercise A:  Fill in the gaps with the appropriate tense of the words in brackets.  (5 marks) 

Settling In 

Things are going (go) very well here.  My new job __________ 1(be) everything I expected it 

to be and I ____________________ 2(settle) in quickly.   The flat where _______________3 

(stay) is very comfortable but I _______________4 (not/have) any telephone yet. I  

____________5 (apply) for a number yesterday.   There _______________6 (not/be) much 

furniture in the flat, only a bed and a table, so tomorrow I __________________7 (buy) a 

few things of my own.  In a few weeks’ time it _______________8(look) and feel like a real 

home.  When it____________9 (do), I _______________10 (invite) you over for the 

weekend.    

Exercise B:  Fill in the gaps with a word from the box.   (10 marks)      

viewers   act   season   reality   dismissed   replaced   mentors   originally   performances   

show 

The X Factor is a _______________1 television singing competition created by Simon 
Cowell.  It began airing on Fox on September 21, 2011, as an addition to the The X 
Factor franchise based on the original UK _______________2. 

The concept of the series is to find new singing talent (solo or groups) where the winner is 
determined by the _______________3 through telephone, Internet, and SMS text voting 
and receives a $5 million recording contract with Epic Records. The winner of the first 
season was Melanie Amaro. 

The series employs a panel of judges who critique the contestants' ____________4. 
Throughout the live shows, the judges act as ____________5 to their category, helping to 
decide song choices, styling, and staging, while judging contestants from the other 
categories. They also compete to ensure that their ____________6 wins the competition, 
thus making them the winning judge. The original judges were Cowell, Cheryl Cole, Paula 
Abdul, andL.A. Reid. However, Cole was ____________7 after two sets of auditions and was 
swiftly replaced by Nicole Scherzinger.  Abdul and Scherzinger left the series after the first 
____________8, and were replaced by Britney Spears and Demi Lovato. The series was 
____________9 hosted by Jones, who was ____________10 by Khloé Kardashian and Mario 
Lopez in the second season. 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reality_television
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Cowell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Cowell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox_Broadcasting_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_X_Factor_(TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_X_Factor_(TV_series)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_X_Factor_(UK)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_message_service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_dollar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_Records
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melanie_Amaro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheryl_Cole
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paula_Abdul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paula_Abdul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L.A._Reid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicole_Scherzinger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britney_Spears
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demi_Lovato
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khlo%C3%A9_Kardashian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mario_Lopez
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mario_Lopez


3 

 

Exercise C:  Answer with the correct echo question.   (5 marks)   

E.g.  A: I’m feeling rather hungry. 

        B:  Are you?  Shall I make you a sandwich? 

1. A: I feel like going to the beach! 
B: _________________?  Let’s go then. 

2. A: They have never been to Paris. 
B:  _________________? Maybe they’ll go next year. 

3. A: I don’t think I’m coming to the party. 
B: __________________? Why not? 

4. A: It’s raining outside. 
B: __________________? Then I’ll bring my umbrella. 

5. A: Tom likes making new friends. 
B: __________________? Then he must be popular. 

Section B:  Comprehension                                                       (20 marks)    

Transportation 

The history of transportation is very long and full of changes and inventions. It starts 

with walking, which is not any invention; it just takes energy. People used to walk to 

get to other places. If you wanted to get somewhere quickly the only way to do that 

was to run. Actually, the first invention for transportation probably was the shoe. 

Centuries ago there were no shoes, people walked barefoot. Then people invented 

ways to transport themselves and materials from one place 

to another. In some cultures, people invented sledges, 

which are a kind of board that you drag along the ground. 

You can tie things on the sledge to help carry them, but 

it’s a challenging invention since if you hit a rock with the 

sledge as you pull it, the contents can slip off. In other 

cultures, people invented the wheel, which they used to make it easier to move 

things—and people. That was the beginning of many improvements in transportation. 

  

Once people had wheels they could invent other ways to travel. They could put the 

wheel on a board and make it a wagon, and then they could hitch that wagon to an ox 

or a horse and ride as well as carry materials. That wheel led to what we have today: 

trucks, cars, and even boats and planes. It even was part of boats. There were 

steamboats that used giant wheels that turned with blades, pushing the water and 

pushing the boat forward. 

  

How is the wheel part of planes? An airplane has to take off and land, so unless it is a 

plane that lands on water it needs to have wheels so it can start building speed as it 

takes off. Then when it lands it needs wheels to help it land safely. Even the space 

shuttle, a spaceship, needs wheels so it can land safely. Astronauts pilot the shuttle 
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when it lands on a runway. Some planes have skids, which are like sleds. Those 

planes use those skids to land on water, but most planes require those wheels. The first 

planes were gliders, and they just sailed on the wind, but they had wheels, too. Then 

came the airplane with an engine, followed many years later by the jet plane. Today, 

we have spaceships, and people predict that someday we will have cars that travel 

without a driver, that are driven by robots. 

  

There is another kind of transportation that started a different way. Water travel has 

changed a lot, and it has not needed wheels. The first way people could travel on 

water was swimming. Probably the first person to make a boat really just used a log. It 

is probable that they could see if the log floated and then they could put things on it 

and push them along. Soon people would be carving wood to make boats. They would 

make them from animal skin, too. People figured out how to make sailboat so the 

wind would push the boat through the water. With the invention of electric and steam 

engines and gasoline engines, changes in water transportation followed, just as with 

the airplane. The parallel to the spaceship is the submarine. Today, submersibles 

enable scientists to explore the ocean’s floor. 
 

1. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)?  (4 marks) 

i.  Walking is a great invention.  __________ 

ii.  The wheel helped people move things. __________ 

iii. A plane can land without wheels.  __________ 

iv. The first boat was a log.   __________ 

2. What was the advantage and disadvantage of using a sledge?   (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Mention 3 things people invented after having the wheel.   (3 marks) 

i.  ____________________  ii.  ____________________  iii.  ____________________ 

4. Why does a plane need wheels?   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

5. What do people think will happen in the future?   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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6. How did they first use water for transportation?   (2 marks) 

i.   ___________________________________________________________________ 

ii.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

7. Mention two types of materials used to build boats.   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why is water transportation important to us today?   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

9. What do these words in italics and bold refer to in the text?   (2 marks) 

i.  them - ________________________________________ 

ii. It - ___________________________________________ 

10. Find another word from the text which mean the same as:   (3 marks) 

i.  shoeless - _____________________________________ 

ii.  huge - _______________________________________ 

iii. rocket -  ______________________________________  

Section C:  Literature                                                          (20 marks)    

Prose 

1. What’s the name of the novel/play/short story you read in class so far?   (1/2 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who is the author?  ______________________________________________ (1/2 mark) 

3. Write a short paragraph about the main character.   (4 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Now write a short paragraph about your favourite incident in the book.   (5 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Poetry  

Answer both questions A and B. 

A – Class poem 

1. Which is your favourite poem you have done so far?  ___________________ (1/2 mark) 

2. Who is the poet?  _______________________________  (1/2 mark) 

3. In a few words, write what the poem is about.  (3 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the theme of this poem?   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

B – Unseen poem – MY TEACHER TOOK MY IPOD 

My teacher took my iPod.      

She said they had a rule; 

I couldn't bring it into class 

or even to the school. 

 

She said she would return it; 

I'd have it back that day. 

But then she tried my headphones on 

and gave a click on Play. 



7 

 

She looked a little startled, 

but after just a while 

she made sure we were occupied 

and cracked a wicked smile. 

 

Her body started swaying. 

Her toes began to tap. 

She started grooving in her seat 

and rocking to the rap. 

 

My teacher said she changed her mind. 

She thinks it's now okay 

to bring my iPod into class. 

She takes it every day. 

Kenn Nesbitt 

1. Give the rhyming scheme of the first two stanzas.   (1 mark) 

______________  ____________ 

2. Explain the line ‘Her body started swaying’.   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did the teacher allow the student his/her iPod?   (1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. Find two figures of speech.  Say what they are and quote them.   (2 marks) 

i.   ___________________________________________________________________ 

ii.  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Section D:  Composition                                                          (20 marks)   

Choose a title from the following and write 150 – 200 words about it. 

1.   Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place 

would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.  
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2.    A day in the life of a performing dolphin. 

3.   Teenage friendships. 

4.   The funniest thing that ever happened to me 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 


