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Year 8 Track: General       ETHICS           Time: 1:00HR 

 

 

Exercise 1 (3 marks) 
Choose the best term from the word bank to 
describe the following definitions: 
 

 

1. It deals with concepts of right or wrong, good or bad - ___________________ 

2. Rightness -  ___________________ 

3. Wrongness  - ___________________ 

4. Not involving questions of right or wrong - ___________________ 

5. Being responsible for your right or wrong decisions, actions or behaviour – 

___________________ 

6. These have major influence on a person's behaviour and attitude and serve as 

broad guidelines in most situations -  ___________________ 

 
 

values      immoral   ethics      
moral responsibility    moral   amoral 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/influence.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/behavior.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/attitude.html
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Exercise 2 (3 marks) 
 
Divide the following into what you think fits best 
under these two categories.        
 
teasing         razor cuts     slapping          exclusion             kicking   rumours 
 
Physical harm Psychological harm 
  
  
  

 

 

Exercise 3 (8marks) 
Answer TRUE or FALSE.                             
 
1. Another word for intention is motive. ____________   
 
2. When one becomes addictive of something like cigarettes, one lose his/her 
freedom.   ____________   
 
3. To avoid addictive behaviour, one should give importance to self-control and 
caution.   _____________   
 
4. To predict that your mother can suffer from a depression after you irresponsibly 
drink, drive and get killed in a car accident is a foreseeable consequence.   
_____________  
 
5. Harm can be self-inflicted or inflicted on others. ______________   
 
6. Mental pain is more visible than physical pain.  ____________   
 
7. Aggression, exclusion and teasing are all forms of bullying.  ____________  
 
8. Self-control is the ability to resist temptation and not be influenced by other 
people. ___________  
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Exercise 4 (5marks) 
 
Match the word in Column A with its meaning in Column B by inserting 1 to 5 
in the empty column 
 
 Column A  Column B 
1 Consequence  physical or mental injury 
2 Intention  saying you have got plans for Saturday 

night not to spoil a surprise party 
3 Harm  outcome of an action 
4 White lie  motive or purpose of an action 
5 Habit  a routine of behaviour that is repeated 

regularly  
 
 
Exercise 5 (3marks)  
 
Read the scenario below and decide which is the best choice and underline it. 
Explain why you think the choice you made is the best one.  

 
You find out that a new kid in class, James, is not a native speaker 
of English, and keeps very quiet because of it. You tell this to a 
couple of other people in class. Now, whenever they see James, 
they make fun by pretending they don’t know how to speak English. 
You ...  
 

 
Choice A: Ignore them and tell James to ignore them.  
Choice B: Occasionally join with them because you never thought about it  

      before.  
Choice C: Ask James if he is bothered by their response and talk to the others  
                 about it.  
Choice D: Let it go because it doesn't really affect you.  

 
 
 



Page 4 of 8 
 

Explain your choice.  
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Exercise 6 (4marks) 
CASE STUDY   
 
Read the case study below which requires you to make a choice. Discuss the 
consequences which may follow.   

 
Your friend Alexander’s mother, who is a smoker and is trying 
to quit, leaves a half-smoked cigarette in the ash tray. She is 
in the other room on the phone. Several of Alexander’s friends 
have started experimenting with smoking and have been 
making fun of not trying with them.   
 
CHOICE: YOU CAN WALK AWAY OR TRY THE CIGARETTE. 

 
 
1. What are the consequences of EACH choice?    
 
a. Walking away: __________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

  
b. Trying the cigarette: _____________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________ 



Page 5 of 8 
 

Exercise 7 (2 marks) 
 
Which of the following pictures show cruelty, abuse, neglect or use of animals?  
 

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

________________________ 
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Exercise 8 (2marks) 

Underline the best answer 

1.  What is animal cruelty? 
a. a range of behaviours harmful to animals from neglect to malicious killing 
b. when you unintentionally harm an animal 
c. it’s the mistreatment of dogs  

 
2.  What are two examples of animal mistreatment?  

a. horse racing and dog shows 
b. animal farming and fur industry 
c. having a pet dog and taking it for walks 

 
3. Why is animal cruelty a concern? 

a. It is wrong to inflict suffering on any living creature 
b. Some animals could get extinct  
c. Animal cruelty is not a concern.  

 
4.  Why would anyone be cruel to animals? 

a. A way of demonstrating power over an animal 
b. To control an animal’s actions 
c. To get revenge on someone who cares  
d. To shock, threaten, intimidate, or offend others or to demonstrate rejection of 

society’s rules 
e. All of the above  

 
Exercise 9 (10 marks) 
These questions are about lying.  

 
Imagine you live in a society where there are lies everywhere! Your parents 
tell you that you can have €50 for cleaning the house. After you have cleaned 
it they tell you it was just a lie to get you to clean up.  
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a) How would you feel about living in a society where people lied like this all the time?  
 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
b) What is wrong with it?  
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
c) What would you start doing? 
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
d) Would this society work? 
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
e) If you don’t like being lied to, do you have an obligation to tell the truth?  
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 
f) Is it ever ok to lie? 
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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g) Give a situation where you think it is ok to lie. 
 
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

i) Why was it ok to lie in this situation?  

 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THIS IS THE END OF THE PAPER. 
 


