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GOZO COLLEGE 

GIRLS’ SECONDARY 

Half Yearly Exams 

2012-2013 
 

Subject: ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Form: 4 Junior Lyceum 

Time: 2 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions to candidates: 

 

 Choose ONE question from Section A, ONE from Section B and ONE question 

from Section C. Answer ALL questions in Section D. All sections carry equal 

marks. 

 You are reminded of the necessity for good English and orderly presentation of 

material. Answers should be accompanied by evidence from the text. 

 Make sure that your name, class and index number appear on the foolscaps 

provided for your answers. References to question numbers should be clearly 

indicated in the margin. 

 

 

Section A B C D TOTAL 

Marks 25 25 25 25 100 

Student’s Marks      

 

 

NAME: 

CLASS:      INDEX NO: 

CLASS:     INDEX NO: 
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SECTION A – DRAMA                                                                                          (25 marks) 

Choose one question from this section. 

 

TWELFTH NIGHT 

Choose either Question 1 or Question 2 in this section. 

1.  Read the following extract from Act I: 

SIR ANDREW:  Faith, I’ll home tomorrow, Sir Toby; your 

niece will not be seen, or if she be, it’s four to 

one, she’ll none of me.  The count here hard 

by woos her. 

SIR TOBY:       She’ll none o’th’count; she’ll not match above 

her degree, neither in estate, years, nor wit.  I 

have heard her swear’t.  Tut, there’s life in’t, 

man. 

SIR ANDREW:  I’ll stay a month longer.  I am a fellow 

o’th’strangest mind i’th’world: I delight in 

masques and revels sometimes altogether. 

SIR TOBY:  Art thou good at these kickshawses, knight? 

SIR ANDREW:  As any man in Illyria, whatsoever he be, under 

the degree of my betters, and yet I will not 

compare with an old man. 

Answer all the questions based on this extract.  Remember that no marks will be awarded to 

repeated ideas. 

a) Why is Sir Andrew disappointed?                    (2 marks) 

b) What decision does he intend to take?        (2 marks) 

c) How does Sir Toby manage to change his mind?                  (2 marks) 

d) What is Sir Andrew’s new decision?          (1 mark) 

e) Why does Sir Toby encourage Sir Andrew to show off his dancing skills towards the end 

of this scene?             (2 marks) 

f) Comment on the character of Sir Andrew by focusing on what Maria and Sir Toby say 

about him, his interaction with them and how he behaves.       (8 marks) 

g) Discuss the character of Sir Toby by considering his rank, the way he deals with Maria 

and Sir Andrew, and his reasons for insisting on keeping Sir Andrew there.          (8 marks) 
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OR 

2. The conflict between appearance and reality is already present in Act I.  Discuss with 

reference to any three of the following characters: Viola, Sir Andrew, Orsino, Feste and 

Olivia. 

 

THE PLAY OF KES 

1. Billy is the protagonist of the play and has to face several difficulties in his everyday life. 

Describe specifically Billy’s daily struggle with particular reference to how he is treated:  

a)  at home 

b)  at school. 

OR 

 

2. Choose two important episodes from the play and describe them in detail. 

 

SECTION B – POETRY                                                                                         (25 marks) 

Choose one question from this section. 

1. Show how the poet feels at the thought of sailing in “Sea Fever” by considering the figures 

of speech and other poetic devices. 

OR 

2. Childhood experiences can sometimes be rather sad.  Discuss with reference to “My 

Parents kept me from children who were rough” and “The Lesson”. 

 

SECTION C – PROSE                                                                                            (25 marks) 

Choose one question from this section. 

 

ANIMAL FARM 

Write an essay on one of the following questions: 

1. Napoleon and Snowball “disagreed at every point where disagreement was possible.”  

Discuss: 

a) what their disagreements were; 

b) how these differences affected Animal Farm. 

OR 

2.  Comment on any three of the following: 

a) Snowball  b) Boxer  c) Mollie  d) Benjamin 
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THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH 

1. Sade and Femi led a very normal life and had parents who loved them and they were 

rather well-off. However one day, their life takes a drastic turn for the worse….. 

a) Describe why and how their life is turned upside down. 

b) Describe their feelings and adventures as soon as they arrive in London. 

 

OR 

 

2. Choose three characters and write about the part they play in the novel. 

                               

 

Section D:  UNPREPARED TEXT                                                                        (25 marks) 

Read the poem carefully and then answer ALL the questions that follow. 

 

NIGHT SISTER
1
 

How is it possible not to grow hard,  

To build a shell around yourself when you 

Have to watch so much pain, and hear it too? 

Many you see are puzzled, wounded; few 

Are cheerful long. How can you not be scarred? 

 

To view a birth or death seems natural, 

But these locked doors, these sudden shouts and tears 

Graze all the peaceful skies. A world of fears 

Like the ghost-haunting of the owl appears. 

And yet you love that stillness and that call. 

 

You have a memory for everyone; 

None is anonymous and so you cure 

What few with such compassion could endure. 

I never met a calling quite so pure. 

My fears are silenced by the things you’ve done. 

 

We have grown cynical and often miss 

The perfect thing. Embarrassment also 

Convinces us we cannot dare to show 

Our sickness. But you listen and we know 

That you can meet us in our own distress. 

                                                                  Elizabeth Jennings 

                                                           
1
 nurse 
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  Underline the correct answer in questions 1 and 2. 

1) The poem is about           (1mark) 

a) The poet’s sister who is a nurse; 

b) A dedicated nurse who carries out her job with love and kindness; 

c) A nurse who couldn’t care less about her patients. 

 

2) i) What does the poet mean when he says ‘to build a shell around yourself’?         (1mark) 

a) You try to become indifferent to all the suffering you see in front of you; 

b) You put on a shellsuit to be more comfortable; 

c) You try to enjoy yourself as much as you can. 

 

ii) What figure of speech is it?                                                                                 (2 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) ‘Few are cheerful long’. Explain this phrase.                                                          (2 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Quote a simile found in the second stanza and comments on its effectiveness.      (3 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

5) Find an example of alliteration.                                                                                 (1 mark) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6) What do you think the poet means when he says a ‘world of fears’?                      (2 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

7) Which line from the third stanza shows us that the nurse can remember every patient 

clearly.                                                                                                                       (2marks) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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8) Few people are able to carry out the nurse’s job. Quote the line which shows us this. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  (2 marks) 

9) ‘My fears are silenced by the things you’ve done’. Explain this line.                     (2 marks) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

10) The poet uses several negative words in the poem. Quote two of them.           (1 mark) 

       ___________________;                   ___________________. 

11) What is the rhyme scheme pattern of the first stanza?                                      (2 marks) 

       _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

12) In your own words, write what Elizabeth Jennings admires about the night sister. (4 

marks) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 


